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; @ Senate Foreign mr Relations Commit-- 
“tee’s.Tran inquiry! apparently. will focus:on/ 
. the hostage crisis‘only; but-I.think irshould 
_be-much broader? Sit should: encompass ours 
‘@ntirerecent“ experience: “with Iran,’ ‘begin-* 
g with 1953, when the late shah was- Ye 
' Stored to his throne with: the-assistance of 
jthe United States. The Iran trauma is the. 
* product of mistakés by several Presidents, 
, hot just Jimmy Carter, and we need to un- 
‘ derstand what they were; the better nok: to: 
Pioidboreig ocr es seach tes 4 
“Andé we could: “make ther’ again. There 
“are at Teast < a7] half-dozen important _ coun- 
‘tries in: the world governed by authoritar- 
ian regimes friendly. to the United States: 
What should the U.S. do if Ferdinand Mar- 
“cos gets. into trouble-with the people of the 
Philippines? Or President.Chon, with the 
South: Koreans?: There are other Somozas 
in Lath America,“and other shahs in the 
Middle East.: The lessons of Iran will not: 
necessarily apply exactly im other places. 
But without having looked at the Iran ex- 
perience closely, we won't. know the differ:. 
ences from the similarities. - | 
We shouldn't repeat the mistake | we 
made after the Vietnam war. Congress and 
the Executive Brarich were so anxious-to 
avoid an “orgy of recrimination”’. that: to. 
this day no one has conducted a searching. 
inquiry into the lessons of, Vietnam. Yet. 
the trauma festers in the national subcon- 
scious. It. causes. some Americans—includ:, 
ing Jimmy Carter, Cyrus Vance and many’ 
liberals in Congress~to be afraid to risk.| 
armed conflict-under almost any circum-: 
stances.~ Other. - Americans-‘ were “so” 
wounded by America’s defeat that. seem-" 
‘ingly they can't wait for a chance to send 
in the Marines in order to prove that we 
can whup somebody. I suspect, if the Rea~ 
gan administration intervenes in E} Salva- 
dor, it will be as much for that. reason as 
out of cool consideration of the national in- 
terest... Alexander Haig. should have been- 
asked’ at his confirmation hearings: what~ 
lessons he draws from Vietnam, but he 
wasn't. The Senate should correct that mis- 
take with President Reagan's other’ na 
: tional security appointees. wits. athe 
- Now that Iran is. replacing Vietnam’ o 
the dominant foreign policy experience for - 
most Americans,: it’s. important. we /-all: 
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“*“SThe shah’s regime and U.S. complicity ~ 
in it.:Should the U.S*-have. depended on - 
Iran to guard our interésts.in the Persian - 
Gulf, as the Nixon Doctrine provided, or 
should we have done the job ourselves? — 
Did our policy and the weapons we sold to. 
the shah make him a megalomaniac out of 
touch with his own people? What.was the 
extent of corruption ,and torture in Iran, 
and: cs we have — more fo 0p it?” . 


"HES intenigonce capabilities ‘There 
are: persistent reports - that. the shah- de 
manded, and we agreed,.:that the CIA 
would : conduct no domestic. operations - 
within Iran, but would, depend on intelli- 
gence provided by SAVAK. “Our diplomats. 
reportedly were under. similar ‘orders. to 
stay. away from the shat's opposition. 
Henry Kissinger and former CIA Director 
_(and U.S, Ambassador.in Tehran) Richard. 
Helms. deny there were any such restric-" 
tions, “but Carter administration officials 
insist there were. As a result, they say, we | 
failed to understand the depth of public.op- 
position to the shah and couldn't even warn 
him. Reportedly, we- stilt have> similar 
‘agreements with other shaky friends. I 
think it would prove a resounding Jesson of 
Iran that too few of our diplomats abroad 
are fluent in the.local language and that 
too many lack contact with the local popu- 


‘of brutality because “he was deprived of 
“meals prepared by the ambassador's chef. 
and had to eat Iranian food suggests that 
our embassies. (like our Army} are exces- 
ey staffed with support. ersonnel. a 
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22" public understanding. "Except ‘for the 
McNeil-Lehrer program on PBS and, much 
Jater, ABC's “‘Nightline,”” American télevi- 
Sion’: treated the Tyan ‘crisis either as a 


fist-wavers, OF as a soap opera. It’s not the 
Senate’ Ss. business to inquire why. The net- 


ostage Crisis 


“ should.demand that they do. 
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‘The shah’s fall.. Probably..i in. retro-= | 
creck the U.S. should have given unstint- 
ing political support-to the shah during hisys 
days of maximum crisis. It seems" clear, 
that: equivocation earned us no credit/with-: 
Khomeini. But: should we have encouraged” i 
“the shah to jail or kill his opponents. by the*4 
thousands, if necessary, to stay in power? 
. During the shah's final days, ~President.:| 
Carter sent Gen. Robert E. Huyser to I 
Was it to foment a pro-ti.S.. military icdup-. ; 
or prevent. one? Which should it 
been? ; : oe “Lu 
I’m confident that the Senate “will look 
into such other questions as: Should wer: 
have let the shah-into this country? Should’; 
we have negotiated when the hostagés < 
were seized,-or gone to war? How were the, 
hostages treated? Did President Carter né-:. 
gotiate a good agreement, and should- we. z 
live up to it?. a my 
But those are the obvious qiestions: Wes i 
need a deeper inquiry into the Iran experi-:- 
ence. The purpose should not be to/ dis-2.; 
cover “who lost Iran?” but ‘how to saver: | 
Saudi Arabia?" eee 


Mr. " Konaricke is ie erecane ‘edit 
The New Republic magazine. He will 
tribute to the ee 
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- By RUGH DAVIES in Washington 2 He Sei 
TPHE Iranians . had and is in ‘United States army j 
" enjoyed .their 14. warehouses. Jran_ says it needs | 
months of bargaining with the supplies to. help fight -the | 
‘America, Mr Richard ee fe traa. aoe eo 
eet a REE CTA ac dele it Me fst ron | 
director, said last might. ‘amid the euphoria. in Washing. 
Mr Helms,. who was United ton about the hostage deal. oe | 
States Ambassador ‘tos Iran He is not expected to be'the | 
while the. late, Shah Was 1 Jast. Dr Kissinger, former Sec. 
Power, said ;-- “ Basically they retary - of --State,--:has« Said 
care . traders’. ‘and, ;Tugmakers—: recently that ‘the. United States 
and. they haye.-enjoyed. this. ’ had no business ‘to bargain’-ig ft 
nfs Thej-fact remains. that ‘the the first place .with a-nation 
Iranian “government ‘has, Paid that -had -Violated “international 
no’. price. ‘for -holding tthe law -by .holding diplomats cap: 
hostages .in- an ‘official act of tive. fee en ee eee. “| 
terrorism. It has“ set a bad It_ was: a--eardinal “principle |} 
Precedent , to make ‘it.seem we of his‘era- at the State Depart- | 
“are-an easy’ fouch.?.4} 3s. - ment’ ‘not -to ‘negotiates «with | 
Cant, Helms feared ‘that ‘the kidnappers! lestia precedent te | 
“Carter “Administration’s *hand-:set that was likely to encour-! 
ling... of | the--crisis was: “ not, -age future terrorist acts against | 
“Boing ‘to help ”-.the’ work of. Americans. pi)? eee a 
other foreign / Service, officers., Vice - President. “Walter! 
~~ In the past_year America had Mondale: has: defended “the 
“made “some mistakes in trying} Carter, Administration;: saying’: +}: 
to warm-up-to'Iran” and “one. We've got some right here -to || 
ofthe’ most difficult probleme” put these “hostages. and. their, | 
was being passed to the incom- families ata very ‘high priority.'| 
‘ing President.:/.40..5) |. We eae et se | 
4 ar ae sea \:the’ Iranians ‘that‘‘j 
‘+ This was “what to do” about Promised \:t Migs | 
Iran,’ especially (sin. Wiew of they'd let these “hostages come. 


. She : home, we. would: unfreeze |! 
> ? : . é 
Avatollah Khomeini’s continued these funds, 210-0: ren E 


‘ant-American stance.c(f. wor “DT .don't think. that is im- | 
‘Military “parts -. Proper at -all.:-under.. the 
Military, Spare: parts circumstances.” .. raed 


_Mr Reagan, who has scorned However, several leading | 


the Iranian leaders as. “ kid. newspaper columnists in Wash-! 


nappers and barbarians,” has to ington are already Predicting | 
make an early decision on the that once the excitement about |: 
sending of $400 million worth of the - --situation ©: i subsides, | 
spare military © parts: already’ Americans: will “find they have} 
ordered and paid-for by Iran. ‘paid a high price .in-terms ‘of 

The equipment. was em prestige and strength ‘in the 
bargoed because of the hostages. world, +: SOP ES Baud 
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